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Into the Future
Dr Spencer E. Amory explores the role  of

today’s general surgeon in the academic
medical center setting.

New Resource Center
Plans to refurbish the Surgical

Residents Resource Center are well
underway.

In Memoriam
We mourn the passing and celebrate  the

achievements of Robert Gongaware, MD.

Mark Your Calendar
The P & S Alumni Weekend will be held

May 11th through the 13th, 2000. The JJSS
program will be held on Thursday, 5/11.

1999 Reception and Dinner
Held in San Francisco
On the evening of October 12, 1999, eighty-four members of the John Jones

Surgical Society and the P & S Alumni Association and their spouses enjoyed a joint

reception at the Fairmont Hotel in San Francisco on the occasion of the annual Fall

Congress of the American College of Surgeons. Words of welcome were spoken by

Dr Eric A. Rose, Chairman of the Department of Surgery, Dr Kenneth A. Forde,

President of the Society, and Dr Marianne Wolff of the P & S Alumni Association.

Following the reception, a dinner was held by the John Jones Surgical Society with

an address by Dr Jean Emond, Surgical Director of the Center for Liver Disease and

Transplantation, on the development of the liver transplant program at the New York-

Presbyterian Hospital.
—John N. Schullinger, MD
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Alumni News of the Columbia Pres byteri an Department of Surgery

Below: Julius H. Jacobson, MD was one of the
guests at the JJSS reception and dinner at  the
ACS. Dr Jacobson, together with JJSS members
Drs Philip Weidel and Alfred Jaretzki III, has con-
tributed generously to funding the renovation of
the Surgical Residents Resource Center.

Above: William D. Spotnitz from Virginia (l.) and Alan J. Spotnitz of New Jersey, brothers
of Henry M. Spotnitz, MD, Vice Chairman for Research and Information Systems, enjoyed
the John Jones Surgical Society reception.

Below: Two generations attended the John Jones Surgical Society 1999 Reception and
Dinner at the ACS Clinical Congress in San Francisco, October 12, 1999. Left to right:
Mrs Helen Feind, Carl Feind Jr., MD, Carl R. Feind, MD, and friend Joy Leighton.



What is the role of the surgical generalist in modern academic medicine? What unique insights and
abilities does he or she offer to patients, students and colleagues at the dawn of the new millennium?
Dr Spencer E. Amory, Associate Clinical Professor of Surgery and Chief of the Allen General Surgery
Division, responds with this essay:

Opportunities for the General Surgeon
in the Academic Medical Center 
The individual pursuing a 5-year residency in general surgery has many opportu-
nities available. Fellowship training in many certifiable and non-certifiable sub-
specialties exists and the career opportunities are obvious. Is fellowship training in
a subspecialty a requirement to a career at a major academic center? Do such
departments of surgery need only a group of subspecialists in general surgery? 
I submit that a cadre of broad-based general surgeons is also required to meet all
of the patient care needs and the educational needs of the students and residents
in training.

There is general agreement that broadly competent surgeons are invaluable in
many areas of surgery, including emergency, trauma, and critical care. Are they
equally valuable in the non-acute setting? I believe that they are essential.

The vast majority of patients referred to a subspecialist have already been evalu-
ated and triaged. Further evaluation is highly focused. Who then will handle the
diagnostic dilemmas? Who will be the specialist in evaluating a complaint, in
creating a complete list of potential diagnoses, and in generating an appropriate
diagnostic and treatment plan? Who will teach our trainees to do the same? These
are important roles of the general surgeon. It would be a mistake to surrender
these roles entirely to non-surgeons.

The broadly based academic general surgeon needs to maintain a current
knowledge base and technical expertise in a relatively large field. He or she evalu-
ates and treats a particular problem less frequently. A different talent becomes
necessary—one that enables the individual to maintain competence with less
repetition. A general surgical practice in a major academic setting presents a
unique opportunity to continuously challenge ones intellect and expertise that the
more talented young surgeon will find appealing. l

The John Jones Surgical Society is excited about the upcoming renovation of the Surgical Residents
Resource Center. The goal of the renovated library is to provide residents with  not only current text-
books covering all aspects of surgery, but also major journal subscriptions. The library is conveniently
located in the Milstein Hospital Building to allow the residents easy access during their daytime duties
and encourage frequent use. Several generous contributions to the library by members of the John Jones
Surgical Society have already been received including donations by Drs Julius Jacobson, Philip Wiedel,
and Alfred Jaretzki III. Dr Jonathan M. Chen, our recently-appointed Chief Resident, has this to say
regarding the library:

Surgical Residents Resource Center 
The advent of the new surgical library has been a long overdue addition to the
Department and represents an invaluable resource for the housestaff. Centrally
located adjacent to the General Surgery Offices on the seventh floor, and opened in

In Memoriam—

Robert Gongaware, m.d.
(1938—1999) 

Dr Robert Gongaware passed away in

Savannah, Georgia, on February 18, 1999,

after a long illness. Bob was 61 years old at

the time of his death.

Born and raised in Rhode Island, Bob

earned his undergraduate degree at

Princeton University, and received his

Doctor of Medicine from the University of

Pennsylvania. During his residency in gen-

eral surgery at Presbyterian Hospital, he

met Theodora Lippitt, known to her friends

simply as “T,” who was training at

P & S in internal medicine.

T and Bob left P & S and settled down in

Savannah, T’s home town. Right from the

start, as T recalls, Bob became a “real

Savannahian.” He loved the warm weather,

the warm people, the warm golf courses

…and hunting quail. During the season,

Bob and his friends hunted the birds every

week.

Bob and T raised two sons and a daugh-

ter, who warmly recall his advice to them

at “Dr. Bob’s Charm School,” always open

for business following their unacceptable

behavior.

Gongaware served as Director of

Surgical Education at Memorial Medical

Center in Savannah from 1975 to 1988. He

was in practice as a general and pediatric

surgeon there and at the St. Joseph/

Cander Health Systems for the bulk of his

medical career. He held academic appoint-

ments at the Medical College of Georgia in

Augusta, and Mercer Medical School in

Macon.

Bob actively participated in ten surgical

organizations, and still found time to serve

on the Boards of the Savannah Symphony

Society and the Savannah Country Day

School.

—Dr David W. Kinne
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late Spring, 1 9 9 9 , the libr ary now
s erves as the prim ary res ou rce for most
resident conferences , ex tensive resident
s elf - education and the ex plor ation of
m any prelim inary res earch opportu n i-
ties .

At pres ent , the libr ary cont ains a
quorum of the main Su rgery tex tbook s
and atlas es , with a particular focus on
gener al su rgery. In addition , its hold-
ings cont ain a collection of su rgical
j ou rnals donated from the at tendings’
and resident s’ pers onal collections ;
these are far from complete. Dr. Forde
has additionally donated his collection
of ACS instructional video tapes on
m aj or abdom inal procedu res , and has
also kindly donated his slide maker for
hous est af f us e. Although they have
been pu rchas ed, th ree new computers
have not yet arrived, w h ich will render
the libr ary Internet (and thus , Medline )
accessible.

Our goals over the next two years
are : (1) to fu rther ex pand the tex tbook
collection to include spec i alty atlas es
and references for the tr ansplant ,
hepatobili ary, vas cular, pedi atric and
su rgical oncology subspec i alties , (2) to
obt ain a VCR and mon itor and to
ex pand the instructional video tape
collection , and (3) relatedly to have , at
least tempor arily, a laparos copic su r-
gery ‘pr actice’ st ation available for 
residents to hone their laparos copic
skills out side of the oper ating room .

I encou r age all alu mni to consider
visiting the libr ary on the 7th floor, and
to join us for Gr and Rou nds on
Thu rs d ays . The walls approach ing the
libr ary space have been adorned by Dr
Forde's Of f ice of Ex ternal Af f airs with
‘classic’ photogr aphs of the Department
and Pres byteri an pers onalities from 
the tu rn of the centu ry th rough the
pres ent , and su rely will be an at tr action
for all . l
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JJSS Welcomes Alumni Correspondence
We strive to maintain contact with all our alumni to better preserve the history of the surgical
service so future generations can benefit from the example of their distinguished forebears.
We welcome news and anecdotes from all alumni members and would like to learn of the
whereabouts of the following alumni:

If you have information that can lead to reconnecting with these past colleagues, please con-
tact Trisha J. Hargaden by calling (212) 305-2735, faxing  to (212) 305-3236, or e-mailing
her at: hargade@cpmail-am.cis.columbia.edu. Mailing address is, John Jones Surgical
Society, Columbia Presbyterian Dept. of Surgery, MHB-7SK, 177 Ft. Washington Avenue,
New York, NY  10032-3784.



John Jones Surgical Society

Annual Program and Reception held

John Jones Surgical Society
Department of Surgery, mhb-7sk
177 Ft. Washington Avenue
New York, New York  10032-3784

In May of this year, the John Jones Surgical Society sponsored a Program
and Reception during the College of Physicians and Surgeons’ Annual
Alumni Weekend.

The theme of the program was “Challenges to Surgical Residency Training in
the New Millennium,” and encompassed all aspects of general surgery residen-
cy training, including academic, research, life-style, motivational and financial
issues.

Dr Mark A. Hardy, the Residency Program Director spoke about selection cri-
teria for new residents as well as the overall goals of the residency program
during the five years of surgical training. Dr Paul Starker, Assistant Professor of
Clinical Surgery and Director of Surgical Education at Overbrook Hospital,
emphasized the importance of the community hospital setting in training and
encouraging residents to pursue a career in general surgery.

The resident's perspective regarding training and completing a surgical resi-
dency was provided by the Department of Surgery’s Chief Resident, Dr Joseph
DeRose. Finally, Dr Spencer Amory, Associate Clinical Professor of Surgery and
Director of Allen General Surgery, reviewed strategies for training the general
surgeon. Excerpts from Dr Amory’s talk are reported within.

Visit the Department of Surgery website at w w w. c o l u m b i a s u r g e r y. o r g
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Program Panelists: Left to right ,
Kenneth A. Forde, MD, (modera-
tor); Mark Hardy, MD, Residency
Program Director; Eric A. Rose,
MD, Chairman, Dept. of Surgery;
Paul M. Starker, MD, Director of

Surgical Education at Overbrook
Hospital; Joseph DeRose, MD,
Chief Resident; and Spencer E.
Amory, MD, Director of Allen
General Surgery.



Ki n d ly  in s e r t  c h e ck , f o ld  he re  a nd  o n  d ot t e d  l ine  ab o ve , an d s e c u re ly  t ap e  s id e s .

Your Generosity…
can make a world of difference to the surgical residents

now following in your footsteps!

Your generous donation to the John Jones Surgical Society’s

Surgical Residents Library Fund
at any level, can help us reach our goal of providing superior educational
support to our busy residents. May we suggest some donation levels:

❑ $100 Provides funding for one journal subscription.

❑ $250 Provides funding for surgical textbooks and atlases.

❑ $1,000 - 3,000 Provides funding for computer hardware and
software, and copier equipment.

❑ $5,000 - 10,000   Provides funding for construction and fixtures.

❑ Please accept my donation in the amount of $ .



John Jones Surgical Society
Department of Surgery, mhb-7sk
177 Ft. Washington Avenue
New York, New York  10032-3784
Attn:  Trisha J. Hargaden
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